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where he would have his sister lodge while ascend-
ing. His sister at first would not consent; but he
represented to her so strongly the beauty of that
land, that she decided to overcome the difficulties of
the way. She took with her one of her little neph-
ews, and went up this tree, Tchakabech going behind
to catch them if they should.fall. At every halt they
found their Cabin ready, which was a great comfort
to them. Finally, they reached the Sky; and, that
no one might follow them, this child broke off the
end of the tree just low enough so that no one could
reach the Sky from thence. After they had thorough-
ly admired the country, Tchakabech went to spread
the nets, or as [175] others call them, the snares,
hoping, perhaps, to trap some animal. In the night,
when he arose to go and look at his nets, he saw them
all on fire, and did not dare go near them. He re-
turns to his sister and says to her, ‘“ My sister, I do
not know what there is in my nets; I saw only a
great fire, which I did not dare approach.’”” His sis-
ter, suspecting what it was, said to him, ‘““Ah! my
brother, what a misfortune! you have surely taken
the Sun in the net; go quickly and unloose it; per-
haps, walking in the night, it fell in there unwitting-
ly.” Tchakabech, greatly astonished, goes back ; and,
after having looked carefully, finds that he has in-
deed captured the Sun in his net; he tries to free it,
but he dares not go near. By chance he encounters
a little mouse; he takes it, blows upon it, and makes
it become so large that he uses it to extend his nets,
and to let out the Sun, which, finding itself free,
continues its usual course. While it was caught in
these toils, there was no day here below on the earth;
how long this lasted, or what became of the child,



